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_________________________________________________________ 

 
From the Pastor… 

 
 

 In a little over two weeks, our 
liturgical year moves from the Epiphany into 
the Lenten season. Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 17th – a little sooner than last year. 
Because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
our schedule during Lent will be similar to 
that of past years but different, too. 
 Let me explain. On Ash Wednesday 
we’ll have a service of Holy Communion and 
we’ll have the distribution of ashes – they 
just won’t be done at the same time. Again, 
let me explain. We’ll be doing a “drive by” 
distribution of ashes in the drive through by 
the front door of the church between 12 and 
1 PM and between 5 and 6 PM. As the ashes 
are distributed, I’ll be wearing gloves and I 
will sanitize my anointing finger after each 
person is blessed. Then we’ll broadcast our 
worship service on Zoom (link will be sent 
out as usual) at 6:30 PM, with no in-person 
worship.  
 I know this all sounds weird but we’re 
doing everything we can to keep people safe 
during this pandemic time while still trying to 
do all the things we normally do – just 
differently. Obviously, we won’t be having 
our traditional pancake supper on Ash 
Wednesday – we’ll save that for another 
time when we can all be back together again 
safely! 
 Our meditation theme for this year’s 
mid-week Lenten services is a continuation 
of the theme we had last year – “Living in 
Grace.” Each meditation will be grounded in 
scripture and presented (see the schedule) 
by different Hope members who will reflect 
on  their  experience  of  encountering  God’s 

grace in their lives during the often challenging and 
difficult days of this past year. As of now, our Wednesday 
night Lenten services will be Zoom broadcast only at 6:30 
PM. We’ll get the link and the bulletin to you each week. 
 

 (Continues on next page) 

 

Hope Lutheran Church’s 2021 Lenten Schedule… 
 

“Living in Grace” 
 

February 17th 6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service with Holy 
 Communion/the Imposition of ashes 

 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

February 24th 6:30  PM Service of the Word 

  Romans 8:1-35, 37-39 

  Pastor Dave Smedley 
 

March 3rd      6:30  PM Service of the Word 

 John 4:1-26 

 Jim Smith 
 

March 10th    6:30  PM Service of the Word 

 Psalm 118:5-6 

 Ann Berman 
 

March 17th       6:30  PM Service of the Word 

  Philippians 4:19; James 1:17 

 Carolyn Clark 
 

March 24th     6:30  PM Service of the Word 

 John 14:27 

 Wayne Buehler 
 

March 31st       6:30 PM Service of the Word for Healing 

 Psalm 46 
     

April 1st     6:30 PM Maundy Thursday Service with Holy 

  Communion/Stripping of the Altar 

 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
     

April 2nd 6:30 PM Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

 Isaiah 52:13-53:12;  

 John 18:1-19:42 
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 Honestly, I can’t even guess when we’ll be having our next in-house worship service here at 
Hope Church. To date, we’ve had 21-plus members of the church who have been infected with COVID-
19 – most of them falling ill since Christmas. Our COVID-19 Taskforce looks at the tracking statistics for 
Georgia and for our local communities each week and recommends next steps based on that 
information. In the last four weeks the infection has only risen in north Georgia – most recently there 
were 17 deaths in one week from COVID in Pickens and Gilmer Counties. Our decision to broadcast on 
Zoom only these past weeks has felt like taking a step back, but our intent always is to keep us all safe 
and well. Those who have been infected (and who are currently either recovering or have recovered) 
all assure me that “this is not something you want to catch!” 
 We will have our traditional Healing Service of Prayer, Maundy Thursday Service of Holy 
Communion and the Stripping of the Altar, and our Good Friday Tenebrae Service during Holy Week in 
the first week of April. My prayer is that circumstances will have gotten better regarding the pandemic 
by then so that we can have some folks back in the sanctuary again. We’ll keep you posted. 
 As always, we remember that God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in 
times of trouble! 
 Stay safe! May God’s peace be with you always. 
 

____________________________________ 
 

 

Hope Outreach Team Projects 
     
        During December Hope members contributed 
toward several local outreach projects. Here are 
pictures of school supplies and clothes that were 
graciously donated. Thrivent funds provided gift cards 
that were used to purchase additional clothing items.  
       Thanks, Amy Freese, for delivering all this to 
Mountain View Elementary School for their school 
store and clothes closet, and for the pictures. 
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Expressions of Gratitude… 
 

 Printed here are some of the many expressions of gratitude we’ve received at the church from 
family and friends who have received cards, letters and emails from folks at Hope in the past months 
as they’ve offered condolences on the death of a loved one or prayers for a speedy and complete 
recovery from an illness. 
 Many of these are in response to the Angels of Hope that have come to them from that 
wonderful outreach ministry of comfort and prayer that so many of you are a part of! What an 
amazing blessing you have been to folks literally all around the country! 
 Also included are some statistics from Judy Harvey, our team leader, about the number of 
people who have been ministered to by these angels. And by sending angels, the team members have 
been ministered to themselves. Thanks for your dedication and creativity! 

 

 

 
 
 
      [From Sharon Barnes, Bev Hiscox’s sister] 

 
 

 

Dear Pastor Dave and Hope family, 
 

I would like to thank each and every one of 
you, and express my deepest gratitude for all of your 
prayers during my recent illness. 
 We all know Prayer Families are an important 
part of every church. Your prayers really helped to 
bring me through this difficult time. 
 
Best regards, 
Roland Sherman 
(Brother-in-law of Frank and Suzie Quido) 

 

 

Please pass along our thanks for all the 
prayers for Thelma Hoover and her 
family. She is having a grand reunion 
with her family and friends in Heaven. 
 

Mike and Linda Hoover and our 
extended family. 
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                                     [To Judy Harvey, from Emil’s brother, Fr. John] 

 

Judy, 
     I want to thank you for stirring the angel brigade into showering me with 
prayers for healing for my ankle. You had told me about this ministry and I 
was touched by the response and the sentiments expressed by the 13 that 
sent me cards and angels. It has given me the idea to try to start something 
similar in this parish. 
     Would you be able to express my gratitude to the folks from your church 
who were so thoughtful in taking the time to not only send the card and 
many unique and lovely angels but also to send out prayers with those 
cards. I am making some good progress on the healing of the ankle and I am 
hopeful that in a few more weeks it will actually be healed and I will be able 
to put on a shoe once again. Of course being a believer in the power of 
prayer I am confident that the prayers of all of the angel brigade have 
helped to speed up the healing process. Thank you to all who sent cards 
and prayers and thank you, Judy, for making it happen. 

 

Some “Angel” Statistics 
From Judy Harvey 

 
     “We've had 100 angel 
requests in 2020 alone.  
 

     “One member who 
joined the group after a 
death in her family just 
reached her "100 angels 
sent" milestone. Those that 
have been in the group from 
the beginning have sent out 
over 300 each. 
     “I have 22 people in the 
committee so we figure that 
together we've sent out 
more than 3,000 angels in 
the past 2 years!” 

Dear Hope family,  
    I want to add my own personal “thank you” to my dear 
friends in the Hope congregation who sent cards, emails 
and angels to me, and to my sister, when our mother 
passed away. It was very comforting, especially since the 
pandemic kept my family from gathering in person. I love 
you all!    --Ellen 
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Honduras Ministry 
 

Following multiple hurricanes that hit Honduras very hard, Hope Church sent disaster relief funds directly to 
Friends of Education/Honduras to help with recovery. Things were made even worse by the pandemic. We received 
emails from Damaris Sarmiento, who lives and works “on the ground” in the area where the Beno’s serve on their 
medical mission trips, detailing how our donation was able to help area families. She also described adjustments being 

made to keep as many Futures girls in school as possible. Here are some excerpts and pictures from those emails. 
 

“Thanks to the great support of all of you, we were able to help 33 families that were affected by 
hurricanes Eta and Iota in Cortes area. … Many families lost everything they had. With the help of Saira & her 
brother we were able to identify the needs of these people, all of them had been sleeping on the floor, every 
single family asked for a bed, many of them have children and folks who are 80 years old or older…. Of the 33 
families, 2 of those have 8 members in the family. We all agreed that helping them with something that will 
last a long time …We found a store who had all the beds ready to get, as soon as we came to pay. Saira, her 
brother Jovel, and myself had everything arranged to make this plan possible today. And we did it. Every 
person that came to pick up their bed was absolutely grateful, seeing their eyes with some tears... of how 
happy they were it is priceless.  

“I am so grateful and feel lucky, to be able to work with all of you somehow. Helping others it’s one 
of the best feelings I have had in my life.   Thank you again, for your love and care for others.” 

 

         Saira, Lottie Brown, and Damaris (left) supervise  
distribution of mattresses. Damaris and Lottie 
 have both visited at Hope in past  years. 
 

               
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Regarding the Futures Program that supports education for young women, Damaras writes: 
 

“This year we had several restrictions in order to go places, and no transportation, and these 
students of course travel by bus. Many of our students last year did not continue their classes due too 
many reasons, like paying for their internet every month was too expensive… We would like to make 
some changes in our way of distribute our scholarships, and one way will be paying a group of 5 
students for their internet access, the teachers will help me, to monitor these students in order for 
them to receive their classes. It's a challenge, as we know, especially when you are working with girls 
that live in very rural areas, and their knowledge of technology is so poor. This pandemic came to 
change many things in our lives. We are hoping for the best this 2021, having to adjust to the new life 
and changing many ways of living somehow, and I thank you for your support always.” 
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FEBRUARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

 
 

                      
 
 
 

       BIRTHDAYS 
 

  4 Tamie Bradley 
  6 Danika Godfrey 
  8 Juanita Littleton 
  9 Jan Austin 
11 Sonya Cook Dotson 
11 Sylvia Johnson 
12 Amanda Brixius 
12 Mike Marler 
18 Tom English 
18 Leah Teague 
19 Mark Weber 
20 Charlie Kruk 
22 Mike Wren 
23 James Usry 
23 Janice Weber 
25 Ella Ann Duncan 
26 Keith Bell 
26 MegAnn Bradley 
26 Leon Edgemon 
29 Bud Cochran 

 

       ANNIVERSARIES 
 

13 Millie & Jack O'Donovan 
29 Sylvia & Bud Cochran 

 

________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Members of Hope Church 
 

Over the last few months several new families have become members of our 
congregation. When we are able to return to full in-person worship they will 
be “officially” welcomed into Hope Church. In the meantime, here are their 
names and contact information. Welcome (or welcome back) folks! 

 
Karen Baker    Jim Crawford 
628 Little Bush Head Road   457 Granville Hill Rd 
Blue Ridge, GA 30513   Sherburne, NY 13460 
203-492-9637    607-674-4331 
karenabaker_2000@yahoo.com  607-371-1537 (c) 
     jhcrawford23@yahoo.com 
 
Mike & Donna Wren   Rich & Kay Hein 
448 Mountain Laurel Ln   107 Lynn Avenue 
Ellijay, GA 30536    Statesboro, GA 30458 
706-636-8238    706-889-6194 (Kay) 
404-405-8238 (c)    706-889-8322 (Rich) 
wren@bellsouth.net   heins57@etcmail.com 
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The Hope Staff 
 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 
 
 

Maintenance: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers & Congregational Council 
 

President Wayne Buehler 
Vice President Frank Quido 
Secretary  Charlie Brown 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Sybille Bassano 
Jim Berman 

Julianne Deloney 
Juanita Littleton 
Jordan Pinson 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


