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A Letter from a Friend and Member… 

 
 
 

Joan Dahlberg 
11421 Caravel Circle 
    Unit  3147 
Fort Myers, Florida 33908 
 
Dear Hope, 
 
 Greetings from Fort Myers, Florida - and a great big THANK YOU! 
 "WE" joined Hope December 13, 2009, a long time ago! What a day. HOPE is famous for 
welcoming one and all and proved it that day! 
 The building was brand new, gorgeous! Ted and I worked with the cleanup crew, a good way 
to meet people! In fact, I have a picture of Ted cleaning the windows down in the lower 
level. Yes, of course a luncheon, and Barbara Bell was adamant that we not pay! Newbees at that 
point!  
 Oh, the memories! So many of the current members never got to know Ted. He was the nice 
one.  He often tooted his trumpet, either a solo, a duet with Ellen, or accompanying the choir. 
 I joined the choir back in the days of Bob Martin directing. Then came Matt Newton, Noah 
May, and presently Sarah Harbin. They all put up with my antics, although Sarah was the only 
one who kept DUCT TAPE on her music stand just for my mouth!   Maybe for Jordi too!? 
 In 2014 my life changed!  Ted died. We'd been married 61 years!  Remember I told you, he 
was the nice one. Pastor Dave and Pastor Joe Holt conducted his Memorial Service.  
 No words.  Lovely. 
 Following the service, of course, a luncheon.  We're Lutheran!  
 Barbara and Keith Bell cut their vacation short when she got the word about Ted, and 
returned to Hope to organize the luncheon following his service. Plus she knew shrimp was 
Ted's favorite, so Barbara brought shrimp! Tony Saav from Tony's Country Corner Kitchen made 
another one of Ted's favorites, a broccoli casserole with extra cheese!  De-Lish! All the food was 
wonderful.  My family and friends were amazed!  Did I remember to thank all y'all? 
 Mike Christensen made a video that day of the service. I highly recommend that for other 
services.  Thanks Mike!  
 I joined Knitters too. Poor Mary Young had her hands full with me trying to knit. We won't go 
there.   
 Another funny happening was when Eileen Below asked me my name and I paused. Eileen 
thought I'd forgotten my own name! Joseph and his coat of many colors! I'm Joan with many 
names!  Joan, Miss Muffet, Fluff, and Trouble, etc. Today, via phone Diana added Clever!   
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 I met so many friends at Hope! Some even who always looked down on me! Emil Harvey – 
he’s so tall! He and Judy are special.  Another tall gentleman always fluffed my hair - Jim 
Berman. Plus Jim's wife Ann who patiently listened when I needed to talk. 
 Then the Thursday Bible study. Please do not believe Jim Beno when he tells you that I am 
his great-great-great-great-Grandmother! 
 All kidding aside Jim and Katy went above and beyond getting me out and about after Ted 
died. 
 The choir, the knitters, Outreach, Bible study, Church Council.  The whole congregation!   
 Special people all in my life!! 
 One of the most meaningful sermons of Pastor Dave's was not to judge a book by its cover. 
 That was the Sunday I made it a point to hug a woman who dresses in layers, wears tons of 
bracelets and beads. Now we are best friends. I love her!   
 Plus, Pastor Dave and I like the music of that one and only Jimmy Buffett!  Another funny!! 
 Oh, so many great sermons!  
 Never too old to learn! 
I am the Church! You are the Church! We are the Church together! Thank you HOPE for all you 
have done for me - including all the hugs! 
 One good thing about all this COVID-19 jazz, I didn't have to say farewell. 
     I'm not good at good-byes!  
    
                 A great big THANK YOU!   
 
Live, Love, Laugh and Pray 
 
Joan / Fluff / Trouble Dahlberg 

 
 

___________________ 
________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 
 

 

COVID Update... 
 

         Our COVID-19 Taskforce is putting plans together to begin having 
limited in-person worship services upstairs in our sanctuary by the 
beginning of October. The service times will be 8:30 and 10 AM – with 
the late service still being Zoomed. This is all still very tentative for 
now. The Taskforce is working out the protocol and logistics that will 
be put in play for this plan to move forward. Stay tuned! 
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SEPTEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

 
 
 

                                 
 
 
 
 

             BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Carole English 
  1 Vern Haugen 
  1 Kevin Pierce 
  9 Ann Buehler 
13 Kim Peterson 
16 June Edgemon 
16 Gunther Rankenburg 
19 Linda Hoover 
20 Jaymie Pierce 
21 Sally Harbin 
22 Len Norwillo 
24 Cindy Williford 
26 Yolande Bechard 
26 Carol McCurdy 
29 Jeannine Sieck 
29 Trevor Pierce 
 
 

      ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  7 Ran & Mark Worley 
14 Jean & Len Norwillo 
21 Tami & Gregg Bradley 
22 Jeanne & Don Rosenbaum 
 

      ______________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation September 13th 
 

 In a week and a half, we’ll be holding the Annual Meeting of the 
congregation following our two services – the live early service downstairs 
and the late service via Zoom Broadcast. On that Sunday, September 13th, 
our early service will start at 8:15 AM downstairs instead of the usual 8:30. 
This will be a one-time thing to make room for the meeting at the end of 
the service. The meeting will adjourn after the early service and resume 
following the 10 AM service. 
 Please go over the 2020 Annual Report of the Congregation that was 
e-mailed to you last week or mailed to you via the Post Office. It contains 
reports from the President of the Council, the Treasurer and the Pastor; the 
membership report, reports from the various ministry committees and the 
proposed 2021 budget. The year ending financial report is being wrapped 
up this week and the addendum containing that information will be 
forwarded by e-mail or again by mail through the Post Office. Printed copies 
of the Annual Report are currently in the bulletin box outside the front 
doors of the church. The 2020 Financial Report addendum will be there as 
soon as it's ready. 
 Please forward any questions you have concerning the Annual Report 
– address them either to Wayne Buehler (president), Jan Austin (Treasurer), 
Pastor Dave Smedley, or to any of the ministry committees. Please get them 
in to the church office by Wednesday, September 9th either by e-mail or 
through the Postal Service. These questions will be addressed at each of the 
meetings. The live meeting downstairs will be conducted in the usual way. 
The meeting following the 10 AM service will be conducted via Zoom. 
Whenever a vote needs to be taken, your microphones will be opened up so 
we can hear your “ayes” or “nays.” 

 
2021 Council Nominees Are… 

 

 New Congregation Council members will be elected at the Annual 
Meeting. There are seven council terms expiring September 30, 2020. Those 
nominated to serve two-year terms are: Wayne Buehler, Juanita Littleton and 
LeRoy Polk who have agreed to serve a second term; and Charlie Brown, 
Jordan Pinson, Sybille Bassano and Jim Berman. Continuing on Council for 
another year to complete their terms are: Julianne Deloney, Mark Weber and 
Frank Quido. Many thanks to Jim Beno, Amy Freese and Sylvia Negri who are 
completing their terms of office and leaving the Council.  

 
Hope Constitution to Be Ratified 

 

 The Hope congregation voted on August 16th to approve our proposed 
amended Church Constitution. At our Annual Meeting the approved 
document will again be presented, this time without discussion. The 
congregation will vote again, this time to ratify the new Constitution. If it is 
ratified at this meeting, its effective date will be October 1, 2020. That will 
allow time for the Synod to do a final review of the document and give their 
approval. 
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Shoes for Orphan Souls Report 
 

 Thank you for your generous support 
of our annual shoe collection. Diana Barbato 
reports that 179 pairs of shoes, 264 pairs of 
socks and 58 sets of laces were donated or 
purchased in during the month of August. 
 She tells us, “Thank you for 'missionary 
senders' who shopped, packed, donated 
money and transported shoes to 
Chattanooga! Children will receive the 
message, 'Jesus loves you and so do we. You 
are very special in God's eyes.'" 

 

Honduras Support 
 

 Please consider donating to the “Honduras 
Medicine” appeal in the next weeks. Due to the 
continuing COVID-19 lockdown in Honduras, Katy, Jim, 
and Dr. Luke Beno won’t be able to make their usual two-
week medical mission trip this fall, but the medicine our 
La Buena Fe Café fundraiser each year pays for is still very 
much needed! Dr Luke is planning to buy medicine here 
ahead of time and hand-carry it on a plane down to 
Honduras, where he’ll be able to turn it all over to 
someone who will get it to the clinic in the mountains.  
 If you write a check, make it out to “Hope 
Lutheran Church” and put the words “Honduras 
Medicine” on the memo line of your check. Thank you! 

 

 
 

October SeptemberFest! 
 

 The Apple Festival has been cancelled in Ellijay this year as has Hope’s OctoberFest at the end of 
October. The money we’ve raised in past years through these two events has been ear-marked for the Food 
Pantry and has proved to be wonderfully successful. 
 This year, we still plan to have a fundraiser to support our giving efforts for the 
community – we’re just going to do it differently and earlier. On Saturday, September 19th, 
our Hope Men’s Group will erect a tent in our parking lot, fire up the grill and flattop grill, 
and from 11 to 2 PM and from 4 to 6 PM, prepare German plates with bratwurst and 
Gunther’s secret recipe accompaniments, and a barbecue plate, and provide them for 
drive-by pick-up. YUMMY!  
 Our friends from the Methodist and Catholic Churches will be invited – as will folks from the larger 
community. Each plate will include an entree of either bratwurst or barbecue with all the wonderful fixin's 
that will make for a complete meal! There will be a delicious dessert to go along with it all as well as a soft 
drink! The price will be $10 for adults and $5 for children. We plan to have means for paying by credit or debit 
cards – cash or checks are always welcome! 
 As an added feature, we’re planning to have an old-fashioned dunk tank with Pastor Dave sitting on the 
trapdoor! For a modest price, throw softballs at a target and put him in the drink! Other dunkees are welcome 
– see the pastor! 
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The Hope Staff 

 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 
 
 

Maintenance: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers & Congregational Council 
 

President Wayne Buehler 
Vice President Frank Quido 
Secretary  Amy Freese 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Jim Beno 
Julianne Deloney

Juanita Littleton 
Sylvia Negri 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


