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From the Pastor… 
 

 As more and more people are feeling braver and returning to “more regular” activities here at 
Hope, things are getting busier and busier! Mulch has been delivered to spruce up our outsides and 
Chris Cleberg will be asking folks soon to help her do some much needed weeding and trimming in the 
coming weeks. Some fellows from next door are going to help put the mulch out. 
 August is our year-ending month so we’ll be wrapping up fiscal year 2021. If you’re writing a 
year-end report for our Annual Meeting in September, please email that in to the office by August 15th. 
We’ll have stewardship temple talks at our worship services on the Sundays of August 15th and 22nd. 
Our annual consecration Sunday service will be held at 10 AM on August 31st.  This being a fifth-Sunday 
month, we’ll do something we haven’t done at Hope Church in over a year-and-a-half – the service will 
be led by our praise ensemble – anchored. As on all fifth-Sundays, we’ll just have one service that day 
so’s all the early service people can re-acquaint themselves with all the late service folks and vice-versa. 
 On August 22nd – following the late service – we’ll be holding our Annual La Buena Fe Café 
luncheon and fundraiser to help Katy, Jim and Dr. Lucas Beno get ready for their annual Medical 
Mission Trip to Honduras. It’s on again after having to cancel the trip last year. The Benos will be 
leaving at the end of October and into the first week of November. The money we raise is used to buy 
medicines and other supplies that the Benos take to Honduras for their wonderful work there. Like 
always, the menu for the lunch will be “South of the Border” and a free-will offering will be taken up. 
There will be silent auction tables set up with treasures that you donate for that purpose and a bake 
sale! If you have some items you’d like to donate for the sale – please bring them to the church in the 
weeks leading up to the 22nd – we’ll have marked tables for you to drop your items off down in 
Founders Hall. 
 On the first Sunday of August, we’ll be welcoming 12 new members into our Hope family – 
including four people who live away from these here parts – Jim Crawford in Sherburne, New York, Rich 
and Kay Hein in Statesboro, Georgia, and Traci Kruger in Lilburn, Georgia. They worship on Zoom with 
us each week and are glad to be a part of our fellowship – if even from afar! We’ll have contact 
information on all these new folks printed in an up-dated church directory that will be available in the 
not-too-distant future. 
 I’ll direct your attention to a blurb in this newsletter giving good details about how – from now 
on – the link to our Zoom worship services each Sunday will be found at the top of the front page of the 
Hope Lutheran Church website – www.hopeonthehill.church   There is a link, too, on the website for 
our weekly bulletin to be downloaded for those who are worshipping with us from home. 
 Except for a small group of out-of-state folks I send it to each week and to an equally small 
group of folks I send the phone links to – we will no longer be sending the worship links by e-mail each 
week on Mail Chimp.  
 With so many people returning to in-house worship and other activities now here at Hope, the 
Tuesday and Friday afternoon “Hope Happy Hours” have come to an end. It was wonderful during 
these past many months of being isolated from one another to be able to meet and see one another 
virtually. It’s even better now when we can see and talk with one another face-to-face! 
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 Our COVID-19 Taskforce will be meeting again soon as it continues to monitor how things are 
going on in our state and locally. The sound guidance of the taskforce through all these last many 
months has been deeply appreciated. Your council will keep you posted as changes occur. 
 The plan is for Hope’s in-person Sunday school hour to return at the beginning of September. 
That means, the class will begin meeting face-to-face again in Founder’s Hall at 9:30 AM each Sunday. It 
also means our current 10 AM Zoom worship service will be moved back to its old time at 10:45 AM. 
We’ll keep you posted! 
 August is “Shoes for Orphan Souls” month at Hope (as it has been for many years now). Please 
see the blurb later in this newsletter for full information about this collection of shoes each year that 
blesses children – literally – all over the world! Thank you for your participation and help! 
 Just a reminder – our council has OK’d all of us who are fully vaccinated for COVID-19 to no 
longer have to safe-distance or wear masks while in the building. We’re asking those who are not fully 
vaccinated (for whatever reason) – to continue wearing masks and to keep a distance of at least three 
feet from others while in the building. This is a precaution especially for the sake of those who are not 
fully vaccinated.  
 One exception for those who are not fully vaccinated is this: we’ve reserved the red seats on 
either side of the pews in the sanctuary – which are sufficiently distanced from others during worship – 
for those unvaccinated folks who’d prefer not to mask (this is a risk you’re taking). We ask that you 
consider wearing a mask when you’re entering the church and when you’re leaving the church and are 
close to others. We ask also that at communion – you maintain a safe distance from others as you 
come forward. Please understand, we’re trusting all of you to do what’s best and safest for you and for 
others. 
 Well? There you have it!  August is a busy month and the times they are a changin’! YAY! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Zoom Link on our Website 
 

 The link to our Zoom broadcast is now found on the front page of 
our website, hopeonthehill.church. This allows our members, friends, 
and others who might wish to join us, to access the broadcast without 
needing an email sent out each week. A link to the PDF worship 
bulletin is also on the website. 
 Once you access the website using your usual Zoom device, click 
on “Sunday’s Zoom Service.” It will open right up for you.  
 

 Please note: If you plan to use a new device that has not streamed 
Zoom before, you will need to download a Zoom app. A download 
option will appear when you click the “Sunday’s Zoom Service” link. 
You can test this out ahead of time. If you need assistance, contact 
Pastor Dave or Ellen in advance. We cannot help you on Sunday 
morning. 
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Welcome, New Members! 
 

 On Sunday, August 1st we welcome 12 new members into the Hope family. They are: Karen 
Baker, Ed Bohan, Jim Crawford, Rich and Kay Hein, Gordon and Sandy Hunter, Traci Kruger, Jim and 
Nadine Siese, and Mike and Donna Wren. When you see these folks, be sure to let them know how 
glad we are to have them join us! 
 Their contact information is included with Sunday's bulletin and will be added to our next 
Church Directory.  

 
____________________________ 

 
 

Shoes for Orphan Souls 
 

 We all need to hear, "Jesus loves YOU!"  
 Our annual Shoes for Orphan Souls Drive, sponsored by Buckner 
International, is underway at Hope Church. The Good News is given with 
new footwear to needy children in the U.S. and over 80 other countries. 
Please donate during August – large size athletic shoes or boots or 
athletic socks.  A collection box is available under the portico. The last 
day to bring your donation is Sunday, August 29th.  

 Got a truck? Filled boxes need to have a ride to Chattanooga on Friday, September 3rd. 
 Please contact our Shoes Coordinator, Diana Barbato, at 706-636-1911 if you have any 
questions or to volunteer to deliver the shoes. 

 
 

____________________________ 

 
 
 

Thank You from the Pinsons… 
 

 Chad, Ruby, and I would like to thank everyone for 
the gifts, money, cards, but most importantly the prayers 
over the past several months. Our sweet baby girl was born 
June 25, 2021 at 8:33 PM, being 6 lbs 11 oz, 20.5 inches 
long. As we already knew, she was perfect. When Chad and 
me first got together, we searched all over looking for a 
church we would want to raise a family in one day. After our 
first time at Hope, we knew that is where God wanted us. 
We are so happy to be a part of the family and to serve in 
such a loving church. We look forward to raising our baby 
girl at Hope for the years to come. We love each and every 
one of you and can't wait for everyone to meet our little 
blessing!  

Thank you again! 
Chad, Jordan, and Ruby Pinson  
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AUGUST 
     CELEBRATIONS 
 

                      
 

        

      BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Pat Buchanan 
  7 Arnita Masenthin 
  9 Lynn Buchanan 
  9 Ellen Hancock 
10 Steven Freese 
10 Margarete Hendricks 
14 Brett Smith 
15 Fred St. John 
16 Eileen Below 
16 Frank Fordham 
16 Sue Marler 
16 Terry Snipes 
18 Chris Cleberg 
19 Charlie Brown 
22 Jim Peterson 
25 Carolyn Clark 
26 Jean Lyons 
28 Donna Wren 
31 TJ Prisco 
 

      ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  1 Janice & Mark Weber 
  6 Amanda & Dennis Brixius 
19 Eileen & Jerry Below 
20 Sandy & Jim Peterson 
24 Carole & Tom English 
29 Ann & Jim Berman 

        
 
 
 
 

August Events Summary 
 

All month: Shoes for Orphan Souls collection 
 

  1st – Welcome new members! 
15th – Individual annual reports due 
22nd – La Buena Fe Café to benefit the Beno’s Honduras Medical Mission Trip 
29th – Consecration Sunday 

    5th Sunday worship with one combined worship service at 10:00 AM 

 
Looking Ahead… 

September 19th we will hold our Annual Meeting of the Congregation.  
The meeting will follow one combined 10 AM worship service. 

 
Not all groups meeting at the church are included on this list. Please be sure 

to check with Ellen 
 in the office before you announce any meetings in the church building. 

Thanks! 

 
_________________ 

 
Outreach Team Update 

  

    We’re Back! 
 

    The Outreach team had an in-person meeting recently and we are 
excited to get back to work! We continue to get snack bags with goodies 
out to the shut-ins in Gilmer County. Each bag contains Easy Mac, 2 fruit 
cups, crackers, granola bar and cookies and pudding. We will be asking the 
congregation for donations of Easy Mac and fruit cups during the month of 
September. We currently give 40 bags to the Senior Center every other 
month and they deliver them to their Meals on Wheels clients. 
    School will be starting soon and we will continue to help Mountain 
View Elementary School with their clothes closet. We will find out what 
their needs are and ask you to bring new or slightly used items. In the past 
they have needed sweat pants, underwear (not used), tee shirts, and flip 
flops.  If you're out shopping at the thrift stores keep your eye out for 
bargains size 6-16. 
 

    The annual diaper drive for Safe Choice Pregnancy Center will be next 
spring.   
 

    Our next team meeting will be Wednesday, October 13th at 4:30 in 
Founders Hall. Everyone is welcome to join us! 
 

The Outreach Team 
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The Hope Staff 
 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 

 

Church Pianist: Sandra Hunter 404.729.1244 
smbnotes@aol.com 

 

Maintenance: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President Wayne Buehler 
Vice President Frank Quido 
Secretary  Charlie Brown 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Sybille Bassano 
Jim Berman 

Julianne Deloney 
Juanita Littleton 
Jordan Pinson 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. Council 
meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 6 PM. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


