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From the Pastor… 
 
 

 It’s Spring! Yay! 
 There’s pollen everywhere! Not so yay! 
 More and more people are getting vaccinated. YAY! 
 COVID-19 seems to be lessening in its presence around us! YAY!  
 We’ve started to have people back in worship with us on Sunday (with masks of course) –  
Praise the Lord! 
 In the last month, our council, our knitters, quilters and one of our Bible Studies have started gathering 
downstairs together again, and we’re starting to gather in higher numbers at our two services each Sunday. 
We’re not as “opened up” yet as we’d certainly like to be – but we’re moving in the right direction. 
 We’re still keeping pews blocked, asking that people safe-distance (now 3-feet apart instead of the 6-feet 
of distance we’ve been practicing for the last year), wearing masks while together in-doors, and not 
hugging/shaking hands, etc. But instead of a 30 people per service limit, we’ve increased it to 60 per service. 
 Many folks continue worshipping with us on Zoom but we’re starting to see a few “new” faces in 
worship. Again, Praise the Lord! 
  

 I can’t even begin to tell you what a blessing it has been in all these past months to have Ellen Hancock, 
Mike, Vicki, Nick and Elizabeth Christensen, Sarah Harbin and Jordan Pinson close by and keeping our worship 
services vibrant, faithful and good! As we continue in the weeks ahead to do all the things we’ve been doing 
together during these last months, we look forward to that time when life can “return to normal.” We’re not 
there yet but we continue to watch and plan for that time when we are. 
 

 On Mother’s Day – May 9th – we’ll have carnations for all the women in worship with us and we’ll have 
flowers outside along with bulletins for those ladies who continue to worship at home via Zoom.  
  On Saturday, May 15th, the Men of Hope will have a breakfast meeting at the church (outside in the 
sun) at 9 AM. The purpose will be primarily social with eggs, sausage, bacon, biscuits and gravy and – of course 
– lots of coffee! Afterwards, Jeff Lewis will lead a group out to Old Highway 5 South to clean up rubbish on our 
stretch of the road! There will be more information as we get closer to the day! 
 On Saturday, May 22nd, we’ll be having our 4th Blessing of the Bikes out in our parking lot. This has grown 
to be a tradition here at Hope Church and we’re so pleased to be able to continue. We’ll have a continental 
breakfast for the folks attending (outside of course) and we look forward to greeting our motorcycle friends 
from around the area. Breakfast starts at 9 AM and the Blessing of the Bikes will be at 10. 
 
 

 Several people have mentioned seeing a want ad in the local newspaper where Hope Church is 
advertising for an accompanist for our worship services. First of all, Sarah Harbin isn’t going anywhere! Since 
Noah May left several years ago, Sarah has been pulling double duty as both our accompanist and choir 
director. A year-and-a-half ago – with Sarah’s blessing – I began searching for an accompanist. All that’s been 
on hold over this last crazy year of COVID-19 – our choir hasn’t been active for all these last months. 
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 I interviewed one potential accompanist but it wouldn’t have been a good fit. Then COVID-19 happened. 
Hopefully, there’s an end in sight so my search has started back up. I interviewed a second candidate a couple 
of weeks ago but – again – nothing has developed from that interview. The search continues. 
 On Sunday, May 16th, Sarah will begin playing for us at both our services and Ellen Hancock will step back 
into accompaniment retirement. We’re still trying to figure out how best to move forward with our choir 
starting back up. The experts continue to caution for now against having choral singing (the choir variety) as 
part of in-house worship in churches. In the meantime, Sarah will continue as our accompanist until a 
replacement can be identified and engaged. 
 The good news is that Sarah will continue as our Choir Director – she is most certainly one of our “all-
time best” choir directors!  
 I’ll keep you posted! 
 

 In closing, let me say “thank you” to Ellen Hancock for all her amazing work in this past very difficult year. 
She enjoys working as an assisting minister at worship and will continue in that capacity in the months to come. 
Of course, she continues on as our administrative assistant at Hope. 
 Ellen, you are a blessing to us all! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Dave 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADS!! 
 

 
 

 This spring we celebrate with Erin Wimberly, Brighton 
Fakier and Anna Kilgore as they graduate from high school.  
 Erin is the daughter of Penny Tankersley and 
granddaughter of Nancy and Butch Hinton. She is graduating 
from Murray County High School in Chatsworth, Georgia. 
 Brighton is the daughter of Kenneth and Libby Fakier. 
She is graduating from Cherokee High School in Canton, 
Georgia. 
 Anna has visited with us many times over the years and is 
the granddaughter of Jan and Steve Austin. She is graduating 
from Bradley Central High School in Cleveland, Tennessee. 
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Easter 2021 at Hope Church 
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APRIL 
CELEBRATIONS 

 

                      

       BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Tom Doner 
  1 J.J. Jonason 
  2 Jean Norwillo 
  6 Jim Beno 
  6 Julie Deloney 
  6 Janet Smedley 
  9 Hope Bobak 
12 Mary Anne Rankenburg 
12 Sandy Carlson 
14 Jack O'Donovan 
15 Traci Kruger 
20 McKenzie Duncan 
27 Micky Northrup 
29 Jim Berman 
30 Chad Pinson 
 

       ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  6 Amy & Steven Freese 
  8 Vicki & Mike Christensen 
15 Sandy & Tom Carlson 
 

 
 

MAY 
CELEBRATIONS 

 

 
 

       BIRTHDAYS 
 

  3 Pam Whitsell 
  5 Carol Townsend 
  6 Jayette Blom 
  6 Rudy Kruger 
  9 Anne Carlson 
  9 Thomas Prisco 
11 Jerry Bobak 
11 Rod Richmond 
12 Jeanne Rosenbaum 
14 Emil Harvey 
17 Joan Blomquist 
17 Wendy Bobak 
17 Barbara Jonason 
21 Suzie Quido 
28 Janet Ungaro 
29 Mary Young 
30 Stan Ashworth 
 

       ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  1 Kim & Brett Smith 
14 Suzie & Frank Quido 
27 Ruth & Frank Fordham 

 

 
We Need Your Help!! 

 

 We need your help to take the best advantage of Mailchimp, the service we use to send 
group emails, including Zoom links, to the congregation. It is not designed for individual messages 
and includes some features that can cause problems when used that way. Here’s how you can help: 
 (1) Please be very careful about forwarding, or replying to, an email that contains the 
Mailchimp logo at the bottom. The person you ‘forward’ to can unsubscribe you through that 
email. It is easy to accidentally click on the “unsubscribe” option and you will be immediately 
removed from our distribution list. Several of our members (including Pastor Dave) have done that. 
You will not be notified that you have been unsubscribed. We now have a way to add you back 
once we discover it has happened, but it takes time and you may miss something from us in the 
meantime. 
 (2) Should you need to make changes to your email address, please notify the church 
office rather than attempting to make the change through Mailchimp. That way we can update 
your information in our church records as well as correct your listing in Mailchimp.  
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  Thank you... 
 
 

From Billy and Shela Huff: 
 

Thank you to all in the Hope family who sent cards or called at the death of Billy's 
mother, Helen Huff, who died last December.  

(The family sent a card to the church just after we published the last  
newsletter so this is late getting to the congregation.) 

 
 
From the Gilmer Christian Learning Center Staff: 
 

The Gilmer CLC staff would like to express our immense gratitude for your kind 
support of our ministry. Your prayers, love, & sacrificial gifts impact our staff and 
students tremendously! We are so thankful for you! 

(The Hope Council sent a donation to the CLC as part of their  
on-going support of local ministries and needs.) 

 
 
 

___________________ 
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     The Hope Staff 
 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 
 
 

Maintenance: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers & Congregational Council 
 

President Wayne Buehler 
Vice President Frank Quido 
Secretary  Charlie Brown 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Sybille Bassano 
Jim Berman 

Julianne Deloney 
Juanita Littleton 
Jordan Pinson 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. Council 
meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 6 PM. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


