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From the Pastor… 
 
 

 Four months in now and doing well! WOW! If someone had told me LAST year that this is what 
parish life would look like THIS year? I’d have told them they were crazy! 
 Still? Life is moving along, we’re all keeping healthy (least as far as the virus is concerned) and 
the only thing I look forward to losing in all this? Is the extra pounds I’ve gained over the last four 
months. 
 After some challenges last month, with all y’all’s patience and the wonderful technical help of 
the Christensen family, we seem to have overcome the difficulties (mostly audio) we experienced last 
month with our Zoom services on Sunday. Praise the Lord! We also last Sunday held our first “in-
house” service in Founders Chapel (downstairs) with about 20 people in attendance. Most of you have 
opted to remain safe at home for now and I think that’s a good choice! 
 Believe it or not, we’re coming up to the end of our fiscal year here at Hope Church. The 
nominating committee will be meeting next week (via Zoom) to put together a slate of folks for 
everyone to consider when we elect a new 2020-2021 Council for next year. 
 The Budget and finance Committee – Christine Cleberg, Steve Austin and Jack O’Donovan - will 
be meeting along with Treasurer Jan Austin and me to put together a budget for next year for the 
Council to approve and for the congregation to vote on at our annual meeting in September. 
 Please see the article in this newsletter about the Constitution Committee and the work 
they’ve been doing to update Hope’s 18-year old congregational Constitution. There’s a process 
outlined there that we’ll need to follow so the congregation can finally ratify the document at our 
Annual Meeting in September. 
 For now? Zoom meetings are the order of the day. While we’re able to begin slowly to have a 
worship service downstairs now, the governor’s executive order - keeping things “safe distanced,” 
masked (suggested) and slow to returning to normal – has been extended until August 15th. Our 
COVID-19 Taskforce here at Hope has been doing a wonderful job studying and giving guidance to our 
Council as we consider our next moves as a congregation. They meet every Wednesday at 6 PM and 
will continue doing so into the foreseeable future. The folks who have joined with me in this effort 
are: Steve Austin, Carolyn Clark, Tim Christensen, Dawn Latham, Francisco Negri and Julianne Deloney. 
 Several regular things are coming up in August that will be affected by our current situation. If 
you remember, in August each year we ask you to consider bringing new shoes, shoelaces and socks in 
for our Shoes for Orphan Souls offering that we take up. Diana Barbato (who does a wonderful job 
spearheading that effort each year) has learned that the Bruckner Foundation is again planning to take 
up the collection. We’ll have a box out front for you to drop off your shoes, socks and laces starting 
with the first Sunday in August. As you drop them off, we’ll bring them into the building so they can be 
processed and packed and made ready for shipping. The last Sunday you can drop- off your donation 
will be August 23rd. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 Another staple of our August calendar here at Hope Church is the La Buena Fe Café luncheon 
and silent auction we host each year in support of the Medical Mission trip that Katy and Jim Beno and 
their son, Dr. Luke Beno, make to Honduras each Fall. While the pandemic might keep the Benos from 

the anchor 
Hope Lutheran Church 

3295 Old Hwy 5 South, Ellijay, GA 30540 
 

July 2020 
 



2 

being able to make their trip this year, there is still a great need for all the medicine the money we 
raise purchases. At our July Council meeting I’ll be asking Council’s permission to hold a fundraiser 
that asks all y’all to consider donating the money you normally might spend at the luncheon and silent 
auction so that the medicine might still be purchased. 
 Also, at the end of August we present our budget to the congregation for next year. And, the 
last Sunday of August has been our Consecration Sunday when we usually have a special speaker and 
ask each family to fill out one of our Estimate of Giving forms and place it in an envelope with their 
name and address on the front and seal it before placing it in the basket on the altar. Those envelopes 
will only be opened by you when we get them back to you after the first of the year. Our annual 
budget is never developed based on pledges. It’s only sensibly and realistically developed based on 
past experience and need. 
 Our church picnic is planned for the third Sunday of September at the ETC Pavilion. We’ll have 
to wait and see if that’s still possible. Also, our Annual Meeting of the congregation is scheduled for 
the second Sunday of September. We’ll have to wait and see whether that’ll be done in person or on 
Zoom. 
 Life goes on and we are blessed! God is with us always!  

 
 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

From Our Recent Graduates... 
 

Thank you!  
 

Dear Hope Lutheran, 
Thank you so much for 

my graduation gift! I will 
always be thankful for the 

church's generocity. 
 

--Faith Bobak 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran 
congregation, 

I want to thank say, 
"thanks you guys" – I am 
truly blessed to receive 

y'all's generosity. 
 

--Emma Claire Fakier 
 

Thank you for the 
generous gift as I begin to 
take the next steps in life. 
I appreciate you keeping 

me in your thoughts. 
Thanks so much! 

 

--Ethan Sanders 
(grandson of the Rankenburgs) 

 

________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Shoes for Orphan Souls 
  

 Our annual collection for Shoes for Orphan Souls will be held during the 
first four Sundays in August. Please consider bringing new shoes, socks, athletic 
shoes, shoe laces and even boots. Short term missionaries will take them to 
children in undeveloped countries and, as they wash feet and fit the shoes, tell 
them of the love of Jesus. A box will be available under the portico, near the 
bulletins, to receive your donations. Now is a good time to be looking for shoe 

sales! 
 Additional details will appear in the August anchor. In the meantime you may call Diana 
Barbato, 706-636-1911, with any questions. 
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______________ 
 

JULY 
CELEBRATIONS 

 

                          
 

        

      BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Joe Waid 
  4 Collin Teague 
  7 Jonathan Bremm 
  9 Millie O'Donovan 
13 Connie Dewey 
14 Sybille Bassano 
15 Keegan Pierce 
16 Sandy Pearce 
17 Pastor Dave Smedley 
25 Katy Beno 
27 Herb Andes 
28 Zachary Bobak 
31 Sandy Peterson 
31 Arlene Usry 
 
 

      ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  3 Wendy & Jerry Bobak 
  3 Barbara & Bob Mefford 
  4 Micky & Duane Northrup 
  8 Judy & Emil Harvey 
10 Sue & Mike Marler 
14 Jan & Steve Austin 
14 Barbara & James Jonason 
21 Lori & Sidney Herndon 
28 Sylvia & Francisco Negri 
30 Mary & Jon Young  

    
      ______________ 
 
 
    
 
 

Worship in "Founders Chapel" 
 

On June 28th a group of worshippers met at 8:30 for worship 
at the church for the first time since March. 

Here are some photos of the day. 
 
 

   
 

                     Singing the opening hymn in the parking lot 
 

 

 

                                            
 
 

 
 
 
Communion in individual cups 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      If you'd like to know more about this service, please contact  
                   Pastor Dave in advance at 404-226-6833.  
 Worship via Zoom will continue at 10 AM for the forseeable future. 
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Hope Constitution Update 
 

 The Constitution that guides our worship and congregational life at Hope Church 
was put in place nearly 20 years ago. For several months a team of folks has been 
working with Council and church leaders to update that document, section by section. 
There will be no fundamental changes. Some of the areas addressed include the use of 
technology that was not available 20 years ago, and adjustments to reflect the growth 
of our congregation in that time. The new, proposed Constitution has been presented to 
Council and they are presently reviewing it carefully.  
 Once Council approves the document it will be made available to each church 
member for their review. After that, there will be two meetings for congregation 
discussion and vote of approval. One of those meeting will be held in August, and one 
will be the Annual Meeting in September. You will receive a letter in a few weeks with 
details about those two meetings and how you can view the proposed document. 
 Many thanks to the team who has worked hard to get this done and ready for 
you – June Edgemon, Sylvia Negri, Jack O'Donovan and Ellen Hancock. 
 
 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

 
     

 
 

 

God Bless Our Troops, Wherever They Are                                                                                   
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The Hope Staff 
 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 
 
 

Maintenance: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers & Congregational Council 
 

President Wayne Buehler 
Vice President Frank Quido 
Secretary  Amy Freese 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Jim Beno 
Julianne Deloney

Juanita Littleton 
Sylvia Negri 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


